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Prince William and Miss Middleton back ground-breaking education charity IntoUniversity

Prince William and Miss Catherine Middleton have set up a charitable gift fund for those who very generously may wish to donate to charity to help the couple celebrate their wedding. 

Having been touched by the goodwill shown them since the announcement of their engagement, Prince William and Miss Middleton have asked that anyone who might wish to give them a wedding gift consider giving instead to a charitable fund.  (www. royalweddingcharityfund.org)
IntoUniversity is one of the charities that will benefit from Prince William and Miss Middleton’s thoughtful decision to celebrate their wedding in this way. 
IntoUniversity helps children to reach their potential and, according to the National Foundation for Educational Research, has a ‘transformational impact’ on young people’s lives.

Talented children from tough neighbourhoods need extra support if they are to succeed in life.  Even by the age of 3, bright children from poor homes are falling behind in their development.  By age 18 these children are 22 times less likely to get a good university place than a young person from a better-off background.

IntoUniversity is an ambitious charity that has grown from a local project to a network of seven centres.

At each centre IntoUniversity offers an innovative programme that supports young people from disadvantaged backgrounds to attain either a university place or another chosen aspiration.

In 2010, over 5000 young people aged 7-18 benefited from IntoUniversity’s work. 70% of IntoUniversity’s  18 year olds went on to achieve a university place.

The charity provides excellent value for money:  It costs less than £280 a year for each IntoUniversity student.

Quotes:
‘I know that Prince William and Miss Middleton met at university and it is wonderful that they are supporting young people from disadvantaged homes to enjoy the same educational opportunity.’  Dr Rachel Carr, Chief Executive.

‘We are delighted for the Royal couple and touched that they have reached out to charities such as IntoUniversity.’ James Lambert, Chair of Trustees.

Information for editors:


· Photography, visits and interviews can be arranged with Gemma Fagbadegun / Leila Mulloy (0207 243 0242)

· Case studies are available from Gemma Fagbadegun / Leila Mulloy (0207 243 0242)
· We have good stock of existing photographs
· Full background information is available on the charity’s website: www.intouniversity.org
· An IntoUniversity Impact briefing paper is available on the charity’s website

http://www.intouniversity.org/sites/all/files/userfiles/files/Impact%20Briefing%20December%202010.pdf
Contact: 

020 7 243 0242 (office)

07984 867458 (Hugh Rayment-Pickard, Director of Communications)

CASE STUDY 1 - IntoUniversity Haringey North
In November 2009 IntoUniversity opened its 5th centre in White Hart Lane, Haringey North.  Over 1,000 young people in the area have already participated in the programme.  Why run a centre in Haringey North?
· Haringey North has pockets of deprivation amongst the worst 10% in the whole of England.  
· The White Hart Lane ward is an area of particular need where over half the population live in social housing and over a third left school with no academic qualifications of any level.

· University participation is extremely low: with fewer than 16% of school leavers in White Hart Lane going to university, compared to 43% nationally.

Rebecca and Michael are two IntoUniversity Haringey North students.
Rebecca is in Year 9. Nobody from her family has ever attended university.

“I have been coming to Academic Support since the centre opened last autumn. I was told about it by my school. It is a quieter environment than at home and there are more books and resources.  In the summer I also did the Careers in FOCUS programme and learnt about different jobs that I could do. I went to some amazing workshops run by professionals including a lawyer, sports manager and graphic designer. I am very sporty so I also got help researching  sports careers and decided that I would like to become a physiotherapist.   
 I love meeting new people at IntoUniversity and I have got much better at working with others as well as working independently. If I didn’t come to IntoUniversity I would just do nothing after I finish my homework, but here I get extra work to keep me occupied.  As a reward for coming to Academic Support I have recently been paired with my mentor Naomi, which is really exciting. I really look forward to my fortnightly meetings with her. So far we have done several activities together; we set a SMART target to help me to improve my knowledge of English Literature, and I had the opportunity to talk to my mentor about the route she took through education and her experiences at university. However, my favourite meeting so far has to be when we cooked a Greek stew which was interesting because my mentor has Greek routes and so do I! Naomi has helped me research about Physiotherapy and she has encouraged me to look at doing some related work experience.  My mentoring experience so far has been really useful and enjoyable. It has helped me think about my future.”

Michael Joel is also in Year 9. He has attended secondary academic support since the centre opened.  

“I started to come to IntoUniversity when the centre first opened in Haringey. I was lucky enough to be able to deliver a presentation to David Lammy (MP) at the grand opening! Lots of members of Haringey Council spoke about the advantages and usefulness of having a learning centre in the Borough. I have really benefitted from attending Secondary Academic Support because the support I have received has helped me to improve my grades from C’s to A and A* in Science and Maths. I am really happy about this improvement. I like coming to Academic Support because I have made some great friends who go to other Secondary Schools in the area. I also like the learning environment at IntoUniversity and all the Tutors and Volunteers who help me since they are really easy to talk to.”

Case Study 2: IntoUniversity North Kensington

 IntoUniversity first began in 2002 in Kensington and Chelsea borough, which has one of the widest wealth-poverty gaps in Britain.  Engaging over 1,500 young people last year, IntoUniversity North Kensington is a thriving learning centre which helps bridge this wealth divide, bringing local residents from Holland Park, like Sarah and Maggie mentioned below, together to support their neighbours.
Ayisha and Deloney are two IntoUniversity North Kensington students
Ayisha has been attending since she was in primary school. Her mother really appreciated the support offered by our team, which helped her to gain 3 As at A-Level and get a place at the University of Warwick to study Law. She is now in her final year and has just been offered a training contract at DLA Piper, one of the largest legal service providers in the world.

“IntoUniversity has been a prominent feature of both my personal and academic life for over a decade! The North Kensington centre has not only grown in size, but has helped me grow as a person.  Often, young people lack vision and confidence in their own ability however, with the support of IntoUniversity, I am finally on the road to fulfilling my dream as a corporate lawyer.  From getting help with homework at the age of 9 to discussing complex essay plans at the age of 22, IntoUniversity is a charity that wants to help people like me to prosper in society. 

It’s not often you find people, other than your family or the odd teacher, who do not see you as a statistic, but rather as someone who just needs a push in the right direction.  This is definitely a charity I am proud to be a part of and I enjoy the responsibility of sitting on the Trustee Board for my local IntoUniversity centre. Having been a mentee at IntoUniversity before, I can’t wait to be on the other side of the table as a professional lawyer with the opportunity to mentor younger generations!”

Deloney has been attending since he was7. He is now in his final year of primary school. 

“I live in the neighbourhood of IU and used to walk along the road past the centre. My mum and I decided to pop in one day and see what was going on. I was 7 at the time.  Because my mum was working I didn’t really have much time to do my school work at home so coming to IU helped me to get it done, it was very helpful to me because I used to get  loads of detentions for not doing my homework. Last year I got to know two new volunteers - Sarah and Maggie. They really help me with my homework and Sarah and I even started swapping reading books! Even though we meet only once a week we are like best friends. I know if I ever needed any support or help they would be there for me. This is absolutely true! I’ve just heard the news that I’ve been accepted at secondary school for next year and I couldn’t wait to get to IU to tell Sarah and Maggie the news. I know that even though I am changing schools I will still come to IU as I will need help with even bigger tasks.

Recently my class came out of school for an IU Science FOCUS week. We did loads of hands-on experiments which we never, ever do at school.  A fun one was called ‘Breathe Easy’ which showed how the lungs work. And we did a workshop about what going to University is about, what I might like to study and where. We also looked at different university prospectuses, which helped me think about my future. At the end of the week we went to Imperial College, one of the top schools in the country and the very first University I had ever visited. I had thought I wasn’t allowed to visit! We had a ceremony and presented our work and actually ‘graduated’.”
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